Subject Portals Project Summary Final Report August 2003

The RDN Subject Portals Project (SPP) is a two-year project funded by JISC as part of its 5/99 Learning and Teaching call. The aim of SPP is to improve the functionality of the five participating RDN hub sites by developing them into subject portals.  In their simplest form subject portals are aggregators of third party content that present end users with a tailored view of the web within a particular subject area.

A series of “portlets” have been designed, which sit within an overall portal framework.  The portlets developed within the lifetime of this project are:

· Cross-search of multiple resource collections

· Newsfeeds presentation

· Aggregated newsfeed search

· Alerting

· Authentication

Some additional services will be added in phase 2 of the project (these were identified through a Portal Features Survey carried out in the first phase).  A demonstrator of the software has been installed and configured and is available from the project web site. 
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Please include (DENO] in your subject line and, if you
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The Subject Portals Project is 3 JISC funded initiative which is being run by LIKOLN at the Lniversity of Bath, This site is meant o demonstrate the
daliverablas of the project and is not  public service.
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Subject Portal Demonstrator

It is clear that developments in the wider community are impacting on the original focus for the creation of subject-based services, in particular the development of Institutional portals and Virtual Learning Environments (VLE’s).  Therefore our development strategy has been to create portable functionality, which can be embedded into a variety of other environments.  The next round of the project will include an investigation of how best to embed the portal functionality within alternative third party portal environments, such as institutional portals and VLE’s, and to make this technology Open Source for use within the wider community.
