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Introduction

This is a general outline of the functional requirements for an EEVL Prototype Engineering Portal (PEP).  Some recommendations are also given for future developments (SAD2).

We envisage that, although the cross-search service will be developed in prototype format as separate from the EEVL Hub, in the long-term there would be only one web site, ie the current EEVL engineering site and the portal information would be integrated BUT that people wishing to use the free services would not be excluded by the design of the service.

General / Miscellaneous

· Full text – where available delivered

· Information available when database not available

· Message of the day at login

· Help should be clear and concise

· Good explanations of what sources/targets are

Authentication

· Possible authentication just for testers

Interface 

There are some constraints from SiteSearch to bear in mind.

· Navigation should always be available

· Context-sensitive help – some samples.

· Information about targets in a separate small window – this requires JavaScript so an alternative must be investigated.

Searching – general

· All databases should be searchable simultaneously in any combination

· Default is that all databases are searched – but option to pick the database(s) required

· “Quick and dirty” simple searching. Option clearly displayed to carry out advanced searching in individual databases

· Default searching should be by  “all descriptive fields” (or such term).  This would allow flexibility as to which fields are searched for each database

· Search History Available - useful to have most recent searches at the top of the search history

· Ability to combine searches

· Search within results – refine search

Search Syntax

· Search syntax should vary as little as possible given the constraints of the different databases 

· EDINA to look at targets and check potential problems

· Possible solutions:  fuzzy searching or use of search history to combine results

· For quick and dirty searching – boolean searching, search by field – title, author, keyword/subject/descriptor, journal title

· Option to search across all fields

· Truncation: probably only right truncation.

· Phrase searching: this is not supported by all databases

· Add a warning/disclaimer for searches under fields, which are not available in some of the databases – [maybe in the results? e.g.:  EEVL: 0 – field not present] 

· Option to  limit/filter by year of publication , 

Results

· No intermediate hit list

· Full record, brief record, title only options

· Default is a 3-4 lines citation, which would depend on the target.

· Combine sets of results – (search history)

· Mark results – nb: the page is reloaded each time a record is marked, which is slow.
· Number of results clearly displayed

· Source of data displayed on record

· All results – can get 20th page if want

· Availability of full-text at result page stage 

· Results are return by provider, ranked by year or according the target’s ranking within that.

· EEVL ranks by relevance: EDINA to look into this.

· Post-processing ranking available: possibility to subsequently rank results by year/journal (mixing results from different providers).  There would be a number limit for this.

ie: button to sort by date/journal or  something like: “there are too many hits to sort, please refine your search”. (preferred option)

Allow people to sort all marked results:

ie: “Mark all Inspec records and sort them

· Specify number of results from each database at the top with links

· Email results

· Save record to file in ASCI (or simple) format

Future developments - for SAD2 

General / Miscellaneous

· Software to identify by subject areas appropriate databases

· Allowing user to see local pages – to interlibrary loans etc 

Authentication

Different options – unspecified at the moment

· One stop authentication – top level

· Recognise institutional access

· Possible searching options:


authentication first


free stuff, authenticate when results

Searching – general

· Saved searches – what databases, only the ones which have been searched are searched again (this requires user profiling)
· Search by citation

Search Syntax

Results

· Export results to bibliographic software and other forms – text, rtf, html,

· Start to display results before all targets have responded (NB not possible with SiteSearch)

· Links to CrossRef and appropriate copy links to library holdings

· Ranking by relevance

Current Awareness

· Current awareness/alerting – saved searches, keywords (this requires user profiling)

User Profiling

· Create individual landscapes – allow the opportunity to do this

