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NATURAL SELECTION

	Introduction:

We are testing the BIOME Web site with users to optimise its usability.

Please note that we are testing the Web site and not you.

Data Protection - this data will be held and processed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998.


1. Get it (10 mn)

Instructions:

Look at the BIOME home page and tell us what strikes you about it. What do you think you would click on first? What do you think of the visual design? The labelling? The navigation? Etc.

Now click on your gateway homepage and tell us what strikes you about it. What do you think you would click on first? What do you think of the visual design? The labelling? The navigation? Etc

2. Key Task test (25-30 mn)

Instructions:

Please complete the following 10 tasks. Relax, take your time and remember that we are testing the site, not you, and that there are no right or wrong answers.

	1
	Search for the term trees using both Natural Selection and HUMBUL.

Notice the differences between the two search results descriptions.

Feedback 

1. Do you prefer long [HUMBUL] short [BIOME] descriptions of resources?

     Why or why not?

2. Did you notice the colour bars at the left margin of each resource?

3. Do these colours offer any meaning or function?

4. What other thoughts do you have regarding the display of search results?


	2
	Find a learning material about evolution



	3
	Find a resource that has recently been added to the gateway.



	4
	Search for the term fungus and refine your search.


	5
	Please submit a resource.



	6
	Find a Virtual Training Suite online tutorial.



	7
	Find a resource on animal behaviour using the Browse feature. 

     Now, find the same resource using the Keyword Search. 

Feedback

1. Which do you prefer, why?

2. What differences did you encounter?

3. Which experience do you prefer?



	8
	Find the most recent BIOME newsletter



	9
	Go to the Browse section, find a resource of interest to you.

Feedback

1. Do these subject heading makes sense?

3. Was it easy to find what you were looking for?



	10
	Search for poisonous plants and click on a result

     Now, run another search

Feedback

1. Describe what happens



	11
	Enter keyword search of ‘kjh’. 

Feedback

1. Is there more information needed on the ‘No Results Found’ page?



	12
	Find out whom to contact to report a technical problem with the site.



	13
	What is your understanding of ‘Truncation’ and ‘Display Options’ options (on the Advanced Search page)?  Are they useful?



	14
	Search for the term conifer across all six BIOME gateways




4. Group discussion (10 mn)

Instructions:

This is an opportunity to share your impressions of the site after having had a chance to use it.
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